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MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT —  
VISIT TO ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, CANADA AND NEW ZEALAND 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [2.48 pm]: I recently returned from a 
study tour of England, Scotland, Vancouver and Auckland, which enabled me to meet with representatives of 
local governments in those places that are recognised as leaders in local government reform and innovative 
governance. 

In England I visited Wiltshire Council and Swindon Borough Council, both of which are described as unitary 
local governments. Wiltshire has a population of 460 000 people and a budget of £865 million. I also visited 
Birmingham City Council, the largest local government in the United Kingdom. It has a population of one 
million people and an annual budget of £3.5 billion. The large budgets are explained in part by the fact that UK 
local governments provide many services that our state government provides, such as education, housing, 
welfare, and fire and emergency services. 

The governance structure and processes in unitary and city councils are interesting as, notwithstanding the 
number of elected members, the decision-making and policy-setting body for each council is a 10-person 
cabinet. This cabinet comprises the political party that either holds the majority of councillor places or forms an 
alliance.  

In Scotland I met with representatives of Improvement Services, the Scottish local government service that 
improves the efficiency, quality and accountability of local government, and the Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities. In Scotland, 32 local governments provide services to a population of five million. Local 
government is responsible for 34 per cent of all public expenditure in Scotland. The 32 local governments are the 
result of various reforms made over the past 20 years, before which there were more than 400 local governments 
in Scotland.  

Vancouver has a population of 650 000 and is administered by a council of 10 members. Due to the current 
political composition of Vancouver City Council, seven members belonging to one political party determine the 
decision making. The city has approximately 10 000 employees, including 1 500 administration and 8 500 front-
line staff, including those in the police and fire services.  

Auckland City Council is nine months into its existence. Governing a population of 1.4 million people, Auckland 
City Council has 21 members, including a popularly elected mayor, and 21 community boards comprising 
persons elected on a geographic basis. The central government legislation describes the powers, roles and 
responsibilities of the mayor, the governing councils, the community boards and the seven council-controlled 
organisations. I will table a report to Parliament that provides a detailed description of the topics mentioned in 
this brief statement.  
 


